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Can Buffalo Ever Come Back? By Edward L. Glaeser, Harvard Univ.

Probably not—and government should stop bribing people to stay there.
At the onset of the Great Depression, Buffalo had 573,000 inhabitants,
making it the 13th-largest city in America. In the 75 years that followed,
this once-mighty metropolis lost 55 percent of its population, a decline
most dramatic in its blighted inner city but also apparent in its broader
metropolitan area, one of the 20 most quickly deteriorating such regions in
the nation. Twenty-seven percent of Buffalo’s residents are poor, more
than twice the national average. The median family income is just
$33,000, less than 60 percent of the nationwide figure of $55,000.
Buffalo’s collapse—and that of other troubled upstate New York cities like
Syracuse and Rochester—seems to cry out for a policy response.
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